Cytogenetic analysis was performed on 175 out of the 319 index cases (54 9 %). Of these, there were 161 trisomies (92%), 11 translocations (6 3 %), and three mosaics (17 %). Between 1969 and 1979 four terminations ofpregnancy for Down's syndrome were performed, all for trisomy.
Chromosomal abnormalities account for 3 to 5% of all congenital malformations.' Down's syndrome is the commonest and most important of these, having an incidence usually quoted as 1.5 per 1000 livebirths.2 Several recent reports have noted a decline in incidence of this condition and have suggested possible causes for this. [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] The Liverpool Congenital Malformations Registry has been in existence since 1960 and it was decided to investigate the epidemiology of Down's syndrome over this period, with special reference to the effect of maternal age and termination of pregnancy on the incidence.
Methods
Babies born with congenital malformations in the study area 1964, 1965 to 1969, 1970 to 1974, and 1975 to 1979 (table 2) . Although these figures show an apparent decline in age specific incidence Liverpool and Bootle, 1961 -1963 to 1977 -1979 : 3-year moving averages (p = <0 * 001). 
